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- On November 20, 1996, Lieutenant (Lt.)
of the United States Navy Naval Air Station (NAS)
at Brunswick, Maine, contacted Investigator (Inv.) DOMINICK A.
MAGRO, New York State Police (NYSP), assigned to the Terrorist
Task Force (TTF), and advised of the following:

At the time of the TRANS WORLD AIRLINES (TWA) Flight
800 crash on July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 p.m., AW2 Radar
operator (P +:s on board a United States Navy P-3
Anti-Submarine Warfare Aircraft, on an Anti-Submarine Training
Mission, which was in close proximity to TWA Flight 800. GiillllD
advised that stated he was seated at his station aboard
the Navy P-3 aircraft with his head set on monitoring the
Electronic Surveillance Measuring System (ESM). Lt . NlEG0DG@
explained that the ESM is capable of detecting radar guided
missiles (those which send or receive electronic emissions) by
monitoring frequency emissions. Lt. @l also explained that
the effective range of the ESM on board the US Navy P-3 at the
time of the TWA Flight explosion, at which time the P-3 was at an
altitude of 20,000 feet, was approximately a radius of 260 miles.

Lt . G 2dvised that G nformed him that he did

not receive any activity on the ESM that he was monitoring during
the time preceding the explosion of TWA Flight 800.
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Oon July 21, 1996, was interviewed at

- MACARTHUR AIRPORT and provided the following information:

oo/

on board a Navy P-3

Orion.

stated on July 17, 1996, while on a routine
training mission he had overheard a partial radio transmission
regarding a possible mid-air collision. At the time, the Orion
was at an altitude of approximately 20,000 feet. @jjjj#advised he
had received approximate coordinates from Air Traffic Control and
proceeded to the area because the Orion is equipped with search
and rescue capability.

@ roted the Orion stayed on station for approximately
ten to thirty minutes. The Orion was at an approximate altitude
of 2,000 feet and making left orbits around the ocean debris.

bserved pools of fire on the ocean surface and a surface
vessel to the west. {liPrecalled operating the high speed
printer which should have printed a record of the Orion's
position. While orbiting the scene, the Orion was in contact
with a Coast Guard C-130 and was told not to deploy their rescue
capabilities._recalled the infra-red detection system being
on while at the crash seen but not before. rovided to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation his chart that was used during
the night of the crash.
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AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. - y
following information:

on July 17, 1996, @Jwas a Mission Commander -For P+3"
Orion Anti-Submarine Warfare Flight for training mission for-his ’
squadro The brief began a 4:30 PM in the ready-room. At - . .
5:15 PM went to Maintenance Control to review and sign for =~
the aircraft he would fly that night. {Jilll reviewed the Aircraft
Discrepancy Book (ADB) and noted the problems with the aircraft.
There were no downing problems with his aircraft.

S proceeded to his aircraft to begin his physical
inspection of the aircraft. He pre-flighted his station and
conducted a panel check and visual inspection of outside of the
airplane. No problems were found.

At 6:45 PM, P conducted a plane side brief with his
crew. This brief needed to be done 45 minutes prior to takeoff.
At 7:10 PM, -strapped into his seat. He used the NATOPS
Checklist to prepare for engine start .l found two problems
with the aircraft. The co-pilots turn needle did not work and
the number three engine would not Auto Feather. These problems
would not down the aircraft.

S contacted Ground Control for permission to start
engines. He started engines, and contacted Clearance Delivery,
and switched back ground. He received taxi instruction and

repositioned the aircraft. He contacted tower. The plane did a
normal takeoff and climb out. :

Once safely airborne @l contacted Departure Control.
Departure Control reported to AT 450 (Trident 790) (Aircraft. nall
sign], that their transponder’s Mode C was not working ahd to.
recycle the switch. The airplane’s squak was 3567. Dephrtu"re R
reported that they had contact with the aircraft, but the Modq C,. a e

‘b X

Investigation on 7/24/96 at Tsllp, New York (MacARTHUR AIRPORT)
s 265A-NY-259028 -C&
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was not reporting. Departure Control reported.to
CENTER would not take the aircraft because the
work. @l decided to go "Due Regard" which meéan
responsibility for the flight. -worked it w1th
and received permission to enter airspace.

@ rcported that BOSTON CENTER, gave the fligh
alternate route to the IBEX. The new route of flight was
BOSTON (TACAN), J55, to HAMPTON (TACAN), J121, to AMBER:J3 LA
BERGH at 20,000’MSL. Prior to HAMPTON, the fllght contacted mm
YORK CENTER with a position report.

The airplane was at 20,000'MSL, heading 236 degrees on o
Airway J121, when the flight heard a call from a common carrier R
airline just witnessing an explosion in the air. @i stated it

was easy to understand. He also heard another plane say

something. Air Traffic Control confirmed a fireball off the 236

degree radial at 13-15 DME (Distance Measuring Equipment) using

the HAMPTON TACAN station. (i} did not see or hear the

explosion.

@ 2sk<d for an IFR (Instrumental Flight Rules)
descent and radar vectors to 236 degrees RADIA at 15 DME, if
confirmed. ATC confirmed what happened. Wl asked ATC if the
local Coast Guard were contacted if they needed any assistance.
ATC gave the flight clearance to descend. At 12,000°MSL, ATC
gave the flight a 180 degree turn back to the HAMPTON TACAN. (D>
stated that the visibility was poor. i} switched his radio to
Channel 16 to tact the Coast Guard. The flight went down to
5000'MSL, and&had the co-pilot (who was at the controls) go
Due Regard. The plane continued down to 1500’'MSL, advanced the
power and had 330 KTS Ground Speed.

had his navigator refine the position of the - .-
wreckage. The latitude 4039.5 North and 72 38.43 West. He had "~
his Sensor 3 Operator put that position on the scope, o
lights ahead, which turned out to be beach houses, an L -
wreckage was off to the right. had his Sensor 3 turn on ':{:he '

Infrared Detection System (IRDS) and began taping what they saw
at 1500'MSL.

@ st ated he saw wreckage glowing a goldish- yellowlsh
color on the surface of the water.djjifdescribed it being in the
shape of an "L." The plane made a pass over the wreckaga,'
contacted CRASH RESCUE 79 (Air National Guard C-130) to rej
him on 307.9 (UHF) what the Coast Guard reported to him.
made a blanket call to the C-130; P-3C, 1500‘, call sigt
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CRASH RESCUE 79 was at 1000’ and heading for TRIDENT.
the co-pilot begin a climb and spiraled the aircraft up’
MSL. asked the C-130 if they were the Scene Action:
(saC) . stated the C-130 was slow to respond.

to the C-130 that the P-3C had life rafts, exposure sui :
hours of on station time, and would act as a communication s !
platform if needed. Whatever they needed. The P-3C, stated,
was over the area about 35 minutes. He asked the C-130 if they
needed any help again, then they departed to the Southeast at
6000’'MSL.

ried to contact GIANT KILLER which is the range
control for the IBEX training area. He tried to contact them
five times. @i} had his crew conduct normal Anti-Submarine
Warfare Training from 9:50 PM to 1:00 AM. The plane returned to
NAS Brunswick at 2:10 AM. @ debriefed the air crew and locked
up the IRDS tape. @i} instructed his crew to talk to no one
except him or the TACO. They went to the wing and was debriefed
by Lieutenant Gl United States Navy. @iij#went home.
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Date of transcription 7 / 19/96

On July 18, 1996, Special Agent STEPHEN A. COCCO of the
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, together with STRAWSKI of

the FEDERAL AVIATION ADMIN TION, contacted
telephonically at After being advised as to the
identity of the int 1ng agents and the nature of the

interview, OTT furnished the following information:

date of birth i He has been a pilot with the Navy for
the past six years.

?as the pilot-in-command and overall mission
commander of a U.S. Navy ORION P3 aircraft which was en route
from NAS Brunswick to a point south of Long Island on July 17,

1996. Accompanying OTT on this "training mission" were eleven
other crew members and one observer.

Ps a U.S. Navy pilot assigned to Patrol Squadron
#26, Nava ir mAS) Brunswick, in Brunswick, Maine. His

At a point just south of Hampton VOR, which he
described as a navigational aid, he overheard transmissions from
other aircraft describing the sighting of a possible "firebomb".
When asked for further details regarding these transmissions, CIT
stated that he believes at least one was a commercial jetliner,
as he recalls that the transmigsion was something like "New York
center we confirm fireball". dded that he did not note
further identifiers of the caller, such as a carrier name or
flight number.

A’had overheard the approximatg coordinates of the
so-called firebomb, he requested permission from ATC to reverse
direction and proceed toward the sight of the fire. Accordingly,
OTT, who was flying at 20,000 feet in a heavy cumulus cloud cover
with no horizon, changed course, descended to 5,000 feet and was
vectored inbound toward a water surface fire.

sestigation on 7 / 18 / 96 at JAMAICA , NEW YORK (telephonical IY)
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Upon arriving in the area-)vered for fifteen to
twenty minutes at about 1500 feet above a dark black smoldering
fire. He could observe some sort of burning debris but was
unable to determine just what it was. He further observed a C130
aircraft at the scene and proceeded to contact the Coast Guard to
offer his assistance.

The Coast Guard informed‘hat they would be acting
as scene commander, had the situation under control and could
safely coordinate a search and rescue operation without his
assistance. Asqs mandated to assist any aircraft or other
vessel in distress, he repeated his offer a few more times,
adding that he had parachutes, flares and extensive first aid
supplies on board.

The Coast Guard again determined that his help would
not be needed. At this point, noticed that several other
aircraft were responding to the scene and, observing that the
flight pattern was becoming congested, departed the area and
continued on his planned route.

COCCO asked ﬂif he had observed any other aircraft
or unusual sightings w e along his established flight path
prior to hearing of the fire. He responded that at 20,000 feet
he was aware of a commercial aircraft flying at 1,000 feet above
him but does not recall further details. added that he at no
point observed this aircraft or any other objects or vessels
while at 20,000 feet due to the cloud cover.

When asked if his radar was in the operative mode
while in the vicinity of Hampton VOR, OTT stated that his
aircraft has the capability to record and store all signals
picked up on his radar. He added, however, that he was not
actively monitoring his radar prior to the incident.

The interview then terminated.

0
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On July 21, 1996, LTJG/OZP was interviewed at
MACARTHUR AIRPORT and provided the following information:

is a Navigator Communicator on board a Navy P-3
Orion. 1s responsible for the airplane's positioning and
communications.

stated on July 17, 1996, while on a routine
training mission he had overheard a partial radio transmission
regarding a possible mid-air collision. At the time, the Orion
was at an altitude of approximately 20,000 feet. ‘ advised he
had received approximate coordinates from Air Traffic Control and
proceeded to the area because the Orion is equipped with search
and rescue capability.

noted the Orion stayed on station for approximately

ten to thirty minutes. The Orion was at an approximate altitude
of 2,000 feet and making left orbits around the ocean debris.

observed pools of fire on the ocean surface and a surface
vessel to the west. -recalled operating the high speed
printer which should have printed a record of the Orion's
position. While orbiting the scene, the Orion was in contact
with a Coast Guard C-130 and was told not to deploy their rescue
capabilities. recalled the infra-red detection system being
on while at the crash seen but not before. -provided toc the
Federal Bureau of Investigation his chart that was used during
the night of the crash.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dalte of trenscrption 7 / 25 / 96

1996 , oo G
Social Security Numbe Second Class Petty Officer,
United States Navy, VP-25%, Alr Station (N .) Brunswick,
Brunswick, Maine, work telephone number , was
interviewed at the Long Island Mac Arthur Airport in Islip, New
York. He was advised of the identities of the interviewing
agents and the nature of the interview. He then provided the

following information:

Con July 21,

rating was Non-acoustic Anti-submarine Warfare

(AW) . He was what was known as a "Sensor 3" on the United States
Navy's P-3 Orion aircraft.

?ecalled departing N.A.S. Brunswick at
approximate 100 local on July 17, 1996, in the P-3 Orion

aircraft and performed his standard “condition” checks on his
APS-115 radar and ALR-66 Electronic Support Measures (ESM) System
en route. The aircraft (hereafter referred to as the Orion) was
less than about an hour to an hour and a half into the flight
when he first heard the Pilot-in-Command talking on his headset
a an incident that had occurred behind their flight path.
*recalled turning on the Orion'g Infra-red Detection Systen
S) at 0107Z (9:07 p.m. local). etected what might
have been a surface boat while making a second pass over the
debris on the water with the IRDS. The Orion 's radar was in 128
nautical mile scale and 1600 Hertz, or "Long Pulse”, pulse
repetition £ cy (PRF), and "full scan" (360 degrees)
coverage. “nitially thought he detected a boat a guarter
of a mile to e Southwest of the debris field while the Orion
was making its first over the debris but concluded later
that it was wreckage. stimated that it was approximately
15 minutes from the time of the ‘crash” until the Orion was at
5000 feet and 15 nautical miles and heading into the “crash’.
also estimated 1t Took about twenty minutes from the time
e crash occurred until the Crion was overhead the debris on the
surface of the ocean.

stated that a surface target would had to of
been of a large size or an extrermely "fast mover” for him to have
been able to detect it due to the linitations of the radar.

BALMER observed neither in his scan area. At approximately two
cl>3-i52
Investigativn on 7/21/ 1996 ISllp' New Yorr \)WM \AS;L\“{\ W
SRR S
File 265A-NY-259028 ) (Q> e dotaed 7/25/1996
SKX STEVEN &. BCNGARDT [3iB:sab) , ~~
-, SA MICHAEL P. DINET, uCIS5, Sa RC2ERT F. SCHELHORN
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miles out, changed the radar’'s scan from “wide" to
“"narrow"”. stated the IRDS video and ASP-115 radar data
was recorded and he drew a picture of what he believed to be
burning wreckage on the surface of the ocean. The flames were

about twenty to thirty feet high.

‘ estimated that it was ten minutes from the time
they had arrived on the scene until the time a C-130 took over
the search-and-rescue (SAR).

-stated his P-3 Orion was on a training mission

but was tactical at the time of the incident involving TWA
800. as unaware of any friendly or hostile sub ines,
aircratt, or surface vessels in the area at the time. wdid

not detect any fire control or air search radars with the P-3
Orion's ALR-66 ESM System.



On July 21, 1996, LTJG as interviewed at
MACARTHUR AIRPORT and provided the fobllowing information:

s a Navigator Communi ~-<“or on —23rd a Navw/;—B
Orion. is responsible for the airplane's positjoning and
communications.

tated on July 17, 1996, while on a routine

training mission he had overheard a partial radio transmission

regarding a possible mid-air collision. At the time, the Orion

was at an altltude of approximately 20,000 feet. -advised he

had received approximate coordinates from Air Traffic Control and

p~nceeded to the area because the Orion is equipped with search
rescue capability.

noted the Orion stayed on station for approximately

ten to thirty minutes. The Orion was at an approximate altitude
of 2,000 feet and making left orbits around the ocean debris.

bserved pools of fire on the ocean surface and a surface
vessel to the west. Precalled operating the high speed
printer which should have printed a record of the Orion's
position. While orbiting the scene, the Orion was in contact
with a Coast Guard C?lBO and was told not to deploy their rescue
capabilities. -r called the infra-red detection system being
on while at the crasH seen but not before. -provided to the
Tederal Bureau of Invéstigation his chart that was used during

the night of the crash.
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On July 21, 1$96, Lieutenant

Ls a qualified co-pilot, also known as (aka)
_PP2P} however, on July 17, 1996, -was on board the P3
Orioh as a _PP3P. -stated on the 17th, the Orion was on a
routine flight mission which was scheduled to fly from Brunswick
through Boston and the Hampton's airspace. While sitting in the
flight cabin,-recalled overhearing another pilot's radio
transmission.® The transmission indicated there was some kind of
an explosion. The Orion was given a heading to the location from
Air Traffic Control. The Orion went to the scene because it is
< pped with rescue capabilities. The Orion was on station for
oximately fifteen to twenty minutes at an altitude of
approximately 1,000 feet and flying left orbits. The Orion
ascended it's altitude to 3,000 feet when the C-130 was on
location. While on scene, the Orion activated it's infra red
detection system. -aw the surface fire which appeared to

be in the shape of the letter "T." -noted there were
surface vessels at the scene.
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On July 21, 1996, was

interviewed at MacARTHUR AIRPORT and provided the following
information:

-s a qualified co-pilot, also known as (aka)

however, on July 17, 1996, & was on board the sl

as a gl M stated on “he 17th, ‘:he-was on a
routine flight mission which was scheduled .- fly from Brunswick
through Boston and the Hampton's airspace. 4hile sitting in the
flight cabin, ¢ recalled overhearing another pilot's radio
transmission. The transmission indicated there was some kind of
an explosion. The giiiifwas given a heading to the location from
Alr Traffic Control. The @l went to the scene because it is
equipped with rescue capabilities. The ‘was on station for
approximately fifteen to twenty minutes at an altitu@e of
approximately 1,000 feet and flying left orbits. The
ascended it's altitude to 3,000 feet when the C-130 was on
location. While on scene, the Orion activated it's infra red
detection system. (W savw the surface fire which appeared to
be in the shape of the letter "T." - noted there were
surface vessels at the scene.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 7/30/96

TFO-7, United States Navy (USN), NAS,
Brunswick, Mailne, currently assigned to VP-26, provided the
following information:

He is currently assigned to as Electronics Technician
for VP-26. His duties are primarily on the ground, however, he
does fly with aircraft at times to assist in various duties, such
as ordinance.

On July 17, 1996, he attended a pre-flight brief and
departed in an aircraft at approximately 1930 hours. About one
hour later, he was located in the rear of the aircraft, when he
heard the pilot advise they were assuming SAR.

He then went to the flight station toc cbserve. Shortly
thereafter, he observed wreckage to the starboard side of the
aircraft. The wreckage was in flames.

He was not privy to ICS, but recalled they left the
area because there was tco rnwuch air traffic.

He 1s unaware of anything concerning the crash.

268A-NY-258028-SUB (__3-¥5h
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 7/30/96

Oon July 21, 1996, Special Agents (SAs) GEORGE W.
CONNELL III and RICHARD McCARTHY of the New York Office (NYO) of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) conducted the following

investigation:
. Lieltenant United States Navy (USN), al Air
ation (NAS), Brunswick, Maine, was interviewed at the Long

Island Jet Center, Long Island, New York.

*advised that on July 17, 1996 at 16:30
m he recelved a mission briefing at the wing brief room at

He was assigned the Second Pilot (2P). The brief took

approximately one-half hour, after which the crew was released to
pre-flight the aircraft. proceeded to get the
weather brief and file the 1 e light Rules (ITR) from

Brunswick to Point Berg; with a delay for five hours at Point
Berg. The five hour delay was for mission purposes, where they
would descend out of radar contact and go into Visual Flight
Rules (VFR).

They departed Brunswick at 1930 hours. He was at
approximately 2030 ..ours at a position just flying off the
Hampton TACAN, he heard radioc traftic from an unknown aircraft
reporting that it saw an air explosion. They were flying at
20,000 feet.

After receiving the Latitude and Longitude of the
into the computer and gave the

explosion, his TACO j
direction. who was piloting the aircraft, turned
the aircraft into e dlrection.

They were approximately 75 miles past the explosion

when they turned. Upon approaching the scene, he noticed the
burning wreckage and 1nstructed the crew to ensure they recorded
and taped wh .t they saw. He then pl: "e” -he* into a Search and

Rescue (SAR) posture.

®

Lmesnganma)n T21/96 at Long Island, hew YCrk _e

a4
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mthen asked the Control Center if they
wanted him to ume e on scene commander. The center seemed
confused and did not respond. At the same time, an RC-130 stated

they could help. He asked RC-130 if they were the on-scene
command, to which they responded "I guess so." He discussed

a i ith the RC-130, who reported he was at 1,000 feet. -
ﬁadvised he would climb to 2,000 feec. At that time,
e RC-130 turned into him and he accelerated the climb.
— then asked if they wanted him to act as
Radioc Relay. The RC-130 advised they had it under control. He
then radioed back to base and advised them that they had assumed

SAR and what happened. They never dropped rafts of any other
rescue equipment.

Shortly after the Coast Guard came on the scene, took
on the on-scene command and began separating altitudes.

believed there was toc much air traffic,
so they departe € area and assumed theilr mission in a
different area. It was a training mission which was uneventful.

m saw or heard nothing unusual. He did
however reca earing a heavy aircraft forced to climb quickly

and wondering if a mid-air crash might occur.

Lieutenant, USN, Special Projects Officer,
NAS BrunswilCk, Malne, Date of Birth —_ was
interviewed and advised the following:

On July 17, 1996, he was assigned as the training

officer for the crew. He received his mission brief at 16:30
which was a standard brief that lasted approximately one-half
hour.

T. - piane departed Brunswick approxiritely 1930 hours.
He was 1n the rear of the aircraft. Approximately one hour after
takeoff as eating a sandwich, no up on (ICS) when Police
Officerﬁcame to the back of the ailrcraft and stated they
were headlng back Nor._.h toc assume SAR. The pilot then got on ICS
and advised they were going to descend where an explosion

occurred.

also -proceeded to the Flight Staticn where he was
instructed to look (wisually) fzr aircraft. when the tactical
zoordinator [TACC) went zack tc neip with 1: tooK
hnis seat and went up on ICS He cverheard
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coordination with other aircraft. The RC-130 did not seem
comfortable as on scene command. They circled around the date
and saw flaming debris about one-quarter mile in diameter.

_advised they became uncomfortable with C~
130 and other air traffic so he heard the pilot
advise other aircraft they were departing and to advise 1 ey

needed assistance.

They then proceeded on to execute their mission which
was a standard training mission.

—advised he had noticed nothing unusual or
significant. He has provided the FBI with a profj

flight which may aid in locating the wreckage.
AT-1, USN, VP-26, NAS, Brunswick, Maine, advised the following:

He is an in-flight technician for VP-26 at Brunswick.
His duties involve fixing avionics equipment while in flight and
also ordinance officer which is responsible for ordinance such as
Sono Buoys.

On July 1., 1996, he did not attend a mission dgbrief,
but went straight to pre-flight. He is unaware of the flights
mission or directions.

He was sitting in the rear of the aircraft when the
flight station called to man the windows. He began listening to
the ICS and heard the flight station attempting to clear the
alrcraft in the area and that they were assuming Search and
Rescue SAR. He also heard the Coast Guard advise that a fireball
was noted and cailed In ailrcrafr.

His aircraft began to circle and he noticed flaming
debris on the water. He also noted the fuselage of an aircraft
that was burning strong.

A RC-130 had a handle on the scene, so his aircraft
departed the area and continued on their mission.

a1
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EXPLOSICN OF TWA FLIGHT 8273;
JULY 17, 189
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1 ]
Synopsis: NTSB/FRI Witness Interview ranel! ccnducting interview
cf crew from VP-2¢ P-3 Orion.

Enclosures: One

£-240 ”ontaining the flight schedule for the
V2-26 P-2 Orion 7

rn 07./17/1996, and one FD-34C containing the

V/ _Ccnn 2o,

maintenance reccrds of che misfunctioning transponder.

Details: On 23.21..9%7, writer and Norm Wiemever of the Naticnal
Transportaticn Safety Rcard (NTSB, conducted interviews of crew
rerbers frcm chns VE-2Z4 E-3 Oricn. The 2-2 Orion was fl}; a
through the vicinicy of the Moriches Inlet on the evening of
57/17/1994, about the time of the crash of TWA Flight 8CO0. The
interviews took place at the Naval Air Station at Brunswick,
Maine 14011, with ‘residing on behalf of the
Navy.

The following crew members of the VP-26 P-3 Orion were
interviewed:

1. Lt.
Position: Trathing Officer
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8 Nov 96

MEMORANDUM

From: Operations Cfficer, Patrol Squadron TWENTY SIX
To: Operations Officer, Commander Patrcl Wing FIVE

Subj: VP-26 OPERATIONS 16-18 JULY 1996

1. VP-26 flew the following flights as indicated (all times local *
Brunswick, ME}:

AIRCRAFT TAKEQFF LAND ~QCATION EVENT
16 JULY
158224 160455 165300 KNHZ- ATRWAYS TO PENSACOLA
161015 161400 KNPA-KNPA PILOT TRAINER
161655 162020 KNPA-XNHZ AIRWAYS TO BRUNSWICK
161585 161030 161115 KNHZ-KNHZ FUNCTIONAL CHECKFLIGHT
158933 (CDU) 161345 161725 KNHZ-KNHZ CDU CREW TRAINER
161585 161725 162940 XNHZ-KNHZ PILOT TRAINER
17 JULY
157321 1718390 1713205 KNHZ-XNHZ PILOT TRAINER
171400 172605 KNHZ-KNEZ PILOT TRAINER
158319 171930 180210 KNHZ-KNEZ BT CERT
18 JULY
157321 180802 181205 KNHZ-KNHZ PILOT TRAINER
158923 (CDU) 180845 1822085 KNHZ-KNHZ CDU CREW TRAINER
158%¢4 18094¢C 181450 XNHZ-KNHZ TOOEX
2. These are all the flights VP-26 flew, verified against the flight

schedule, master flight ncur 1cg and NALCCMIS/NAVFLIRS records. CPWL
Ops requested a specific accounting =f PCDU/CDU aircraft to ensure they
did not fall through the crack. We have reported flights for 933 (the
one PCLEU in our custody at the time! and VP-10 Cps has indicated he
will include 311 and 312 (the PCDU/CDU assets they held) in his report.
This will account for all CCU aircraft in operation at the time.
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TALM SEA.  BELIEVING THCSE 1TEME CAME FROM ANOTHER w:ssn;r
P RevRIEVED SEVERAL ARTICLES. (P IDENTIFIED ONE oF ‘Tret
1TEMS A8 AN AIRPLANE SCAT TRAY A1 WHICH T1ML WHE REALIZED THE
[TEMS WERE POS3IBLY FRUM WA FILIGHT Boo.-__r_z—(_t_:g\_l_:j_z_e_n )
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————
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wr Recover any 0THER tTEMS. @I PRUCEEDED TO THE POINT
JUDITH CUAS1 GUARD SIATION WHERE HE TURNED OVER THE ITEMS AT
WPROX IMATELY 12:30 M.

REFERFNCE TO UTHER OCEAN CRATT AND AlRPLANES, SIS
3TATED HE OBSERVED NOTHING UNUSUAL .

FD-302 WILL FOLLOW.
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East Moriches, New York 11940,
was contacted for interview at his place of
employment, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE,
Patchogue, New York 11772
by Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) Special Agent (SA) PAUL SHEA and Alcohol, Tobacco, and
Firearms (ATF) SA KEVIN KELLEHER. @} vas contacted to
provide his observations regarding the crash of Trans World
Airline (TWA) Flight 800 on July 17, 1996. (P advised he
did not witness the event but, after hearing about it on the

news, he put together a boat crew to assist in the rescue effort.

In process of doing so, he recovered several bodies and observed
various pieces of wreckage, for which compass bearing readings
were taken. (P had previously been interviewed by FBI SA
LINDA SUSAN FREEMAN regarding this, on about July 23, 1996 or
July 24, 1996, and he provided her with details. Today's

interview was, therefore, terminated to avoid duplication of
effort.

- ,.:f'-i‘. cCd
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Date of transcription 8/26 /96

East Greenwich, Rhode Island, 02907

telephonically interviewed at his place of business. He was
advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent and of the
nature of the interview. advised as follows:

on July 24, 1996, he was aboard his pleasure boat (il
fishing approximately forty (40) miles southwest of
Block Island, Rhode Island. At approximately 2:00 p.m., he
spotted a piece of insulation type material floating in the water
and pulled it aboard his vessel.

A short time later, he observed a piece of metal
floating in the ocean and pulled that aboard also. This metal
item was approximately 3’ x 2 1/2’ and charred in appearance.
The approximate location of (R vessel at the time he
found the piece of metal is as follows: 40-32.77 north, 071-
39.22 west. N

At approximately 6:00 p.m., on July 24, 1996,
arrived at Block Island and turned over the two (2) above
described items to the United States Coast Guard station at Block
Island, Rhode Island. "7

o

while fishing, @B did not notice any abandoned
vessels in the area and has not heard of any thefts of boats.

533

9028-SUB -

265A-NY-29
Investigation on 7 / 26 / 96 at PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND g

poole e
File# 265A-NY-259028 \l;--.n —v
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by SA WALLACE D. SALISBURY/dmi 225 Date dictated 7/#6/96
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Hampstead, North
Carolina 28443, was interviewed
at the GREAT LAKES DREDGE AND DOCK COMPANY (GL) , Westhampton
Beach Dune Road restoration project, where he is employed as the
was advised of the identity of the

e then supplied the following information:

interviewers an

GREAT LAKES is under contract by the United States Army
Corp of Engineers to restore the beach at Dune Road Westhampton,

New York (NY).
GL currently has eight vessels working the Westhampton Beac

project. These are the Dredge Illinois, a large dredge; GL-183,
a supply barge; Derrick 66, a floating derrick; GL-105, an anchor
barge; the Road River, a,small water-taxi type vessel; the
Evergreen State, a small tug boat; the Hoosier State, another
small tug boat; and the Ruth Marie, a larger tug boat.

All of the above vessels arrived at the Moriches Inlet
area sometime on July 17, 1996. Prior to their arrival at
Moriches a number of them had been in Staten Island. Prior to
their arrival in Staten Island on July 3, 1996, the Dredge
Illinois, the Derrick 66, the Road River, the GL-105, and the
Evergreen State had been in Qatar in the Middle East since May,
1993, working on a GL contract. The Hoosier State and the Ruth
Marie had all come to this area from other parts of the United
States.

On the evening that TWA flight #800 crashed, the Dredge

Illinois was anchored one mile off shore and approximately one
and one half mile east of the Moriches Inlet. The GL-183 was
docked just inside the Moriches Inlet on the east side.
Derrick 66 was tied up at the Dredge Illinois. GL-105, the
Evergreen State, the Hoosier State and the Ruth Marie were all
also at the Dredge Illinois. The Road River was on the water,
moving from shore to the Dredge Illinois when TWA #800 crashed.
The Road River was being piloted by at that time.
Two other crew members of the Road River were also on the boat at
the time and they were phonetic) an

was subsequently interviewed by New York Special Agent

Investigation on 7/23/96 _at Westhampton Beach, New York

Fle# 265A-NY-259028-Ce3~-S2 a.

NYSP INVESTIGATOR DE SCOON 9 '
by SA JOSEPH P. FANNING/axh TZ; 5“\' Date dicated ~_7/23/96
r N

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to he dismbuted outside vour apency
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GavIN sHEA. SENEGENGGGNNS o :he Dredge Illinois,
was on the Road River at the time going back out to the Illinois.

While the Road River was heading out to the Dredge
Illinois, the men on board saw the TWA #800 incident. The Road
River immediately stopped its trip out to the Illinois and went
to the scene of the crash. The Ruth Marie was then sent out to
the crash scene. was piloting the Ruth Marie,
which had a crew of four. Both GL vessels at the scene of the
crash were in radio communication with the Coast Guard and took
instructions from them. One of these vessels saw the body of a
young girl in the water, but was told by the Coast Guard not to
recover bodies but to look for survivors. B on the Road
River, eventually left the scene when he felt there was nothing
more to do. The Ruth Marie also returned around the same time.

The Dredge Illinois and its accompanying vessels had
been at Richmond Terrace in Staten Island from July 3, 1996 until
July 17, 1996. The five previously mentioned vessels that had
been in Qatar had arrived from Qatar on a heavy lift ship off of
Staten Island on July 2, 1996. The heavy lift ship is owned by a
com elieves is named SEA TEAM, out of Norway. It is

belief that even though the ship was a Norwegian flag,
the crew was Russian. When the Dredge Illinois returned from
Qatar, the only people who came back with it to

knowledge were the , who is from Georgia,
and the

The Dredge Illinois arrived in the Moriches Inlet area
sometime on July 17, 1996. HOWARD first saw it when he came to
the site office, around 2:00 pm. The vessel was towed out by a
large tug owned by UNITED PILOTS, INC., Port Richmond Avenue,
Staten Island, NY, (718) 720-3332/3/4. The point of contact at
UNITED PILOTS is The tug was contracted by GL
fully found, which means that it came with its own crew and fuel.
The Dredge Illinois was being towed out to the Moriches site.
The only two GL individuals on the vessel were its two levermen.

The Dredge Illinois has quarters for four people only.
At 2:00 pm, believes that the people on the Dredge
Illinois were th*
4y the two levermen, and some deckhands.

@ cported that the person to contact for detailed
corporation information concerning the return of the GL vessels
from Qatar is at
the GL Headquarters in Oak Brook, Illinois.

0139 @
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olYe

advised that since the time of the TWA #800
crash, four GL Mexican workers had left their employment at the
Westhampton site. All four of these workers had been with GL for
a couple of years S #rad first met them in December, 1995,
while they were working for GL in Florida. SN helped them
get into the union and then assigned to the project in
Westhampton Beach. { B characterized the four as very hard
workers who would do anything asked of them. While working in
Florida, the four Mexicans had lived on a GL barge that had about
forty living quarters. However, when they arrived in New York
they learned that due to the limited quarters on the Dredge
Illinois, they were going to have to get their own accommodations
on land. According to-he learned that they were unhappy
with this housing situation. The four had been sleeping on the
Dredge Illinois on the floor since its arrival on the 17th.
i reported that unknown to him the four, who had been
working in Staten Island on the Illinois on the same shift, had
been split up on two different shifts. The two Mexican workers
who worked the Friday evening shift left the site after their
shift and did not return for the shift the next day. The two who
worked Saturday days left the site aftar their shift an
heard they were driven to the local bus station. believes
the four left their employment on the GL Westhampton Beach
project because they were unhappy with the conditions and
housing. They thought they would live on the Illinois and
believed they could not afford a local place to live, according
to what JJJl had heard from another GL Mexican employee.

had not personally spoken to any of the four in question.
will supply the names and addresses of these four
individuals.

a GL employee at Westhampton Beach, had
told had seen the initial flash of light from the first
explosion. was interviewed by SA FRANK FINN, Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI)/Long Island Resident Agency (LIRA).

was on the beach around 8:30 pm, when he saw the
flames in the sky. -stated he was interviewed about what
he saw by an FBI Agent whose name he could not remember, on the
night of the July 19, 1996.

SA DAVE EDWARD, FBI/LIRA, interviewedsiiiiijjj

4 2dvised he would supply additional information
concerning GL employees who were on the site or GL vessels on the
evening of the crash. He also would supply information on the
transfer of the Dredge Illinois and other towed vessels from
Staten Island to the Moriches Inlet area.

5

3
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The following information is available for JIIED

Date of Birth:
Address:

Home Telephone:
Beeper:
Occupation:
Emplovyer:

Sex:
Race: .

or¢! (:j)
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Newport, Rhode Island, home
ship cellular telephone number
cellular telephone number contact number
@y w2s advised of the identities of the interviewing Agents

and of the nature of the interview. advised as follows:

He has been Captain of the fishing boat

for the past two months. The _.s
owned by of Montauk, New York, where it is registered

and has its home port. It is operated, however, out of Point
Judith, Galilee, Rhode Island. It is a fishing vessel that
trawls for squid, butterfish and fluke. During the summer
months, it spends a considerable amount of time off the coast of
Long Island, New York. -

At approximately 8:20 p.m. the evening of July 16,
1996, the“left Point Judith and proceeded to
Fire Island, Long Island, arriving at 7:00 p.m., July 17, 1996.
The crew fished the waters in that area until 5:00 p.m. when they
realized there was not enough fish left to make remaining
profitable, so they departed, heading east, planning to return to

Point Judith to change nets.

At approximately 8:20 p.m., Deck Hand
came up the bridge and asked
had seen two flares in the sky. The Captain
responded 1n the negative. The First Mate,
who arrived on the bridge a few moments after

and_had heard (Y cuestion said that what they
had seen could not be flares because they were

if

(he and
too big.

and 4P vent on to report to the Captain
that they had observed two (2) large, separate and distinct
fireballs in the sky a few degrees off the starboard stern of the
ship. They also said that at the time they saw the fireballs in
the sky, the ship was approximately six (6) miles east of

Shinnicock Inlet, Hamptons, Long Island. g, 7
Investigation or. 7 / 22 / 96 al GALI LEE, RHODE ISLAND
Eile # 265A-NY-259028 Sramirey
SA WALLACE D. SALISBURY/dmi T
by SA F. DAVID CONSTANCE o) Date diced  7/22/]96
= —eeT 1996
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to ybur agengg -hfvw YORK

o590 it and its contents are not 1o be distributed outside your agency. ‘ . [ B




o/3!

FD-302a (Rev. 11-15-83)

265A~NY-259028

coninusiion of D302 of - (Y On__7/22/96 Pue

The crew wound the net up onto the ship, turned the
ship around and headed west in the direction of the fireballs.
At that time the fireballs were not visible.

After turning the ship, SR called the Shinnicock,
Long Island, Coast Guard station and reported the sightings,
since (D 2 SN r2d estimated the fireballs to be
approximately five (5) miles behind the ship when they were
observed, this placed the fireballs in the general vicinity of
that Coast Guard station. Shinnicock Coast Guard advised that
they had no knowledge of the incident but requested the Captain
report any subsequent findings. 4SNP noted that the boat
radio traffic indicated other boats reporting similar sightings.
He believes that these reports were coming in from pleasure
craft. ’

As they proceeded west, they heard reports of “fire on

the water" over the boat radio which was set on Channel 16, VHF.

alsoc heard several people contact the Coast Guard station
at Moriches, Long Island, to report that whatever was in the
water was still burning. At some point during their approach
they heard that the Coast Guard cutter, B was dispatched to
an area approximately eight or nine miles southeast of Moriches
Inlet.

At approximately 9:00 p.m., Moriches Coast Guard
station called a Coast Guard cutter and advised that the object
in the water was a 747 and then designated Channel 6, VHF, as the
working frequency.

At approximately 9:20 p.m., about five (5) miles from
the airplane,b noticed that his shipboard radar, which
registered objects up to six (6) miles in every direction
indicated that other boas were converging on the area. The
ship’s radar did not show any vessels moving away from the area.
At the time of the original sighting of the fireball by his
crewnen, the radar did not show any other boats or ships in the
area that theJ NN 2 located in.

From five (5) miles off, from the burning airplane
looked like a large orange search light. The wind was blowing in
a southeasterly direction and the crew could smell the smoke as
they approached the area.

Upon arriving in the vicinity of the airplane, at
approximately 9:55 p.m., there were six to seven boats in the
area including two (2) 41’ Coast Guard cutters. Two (2)

2
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helicopters were hovering so low over the water that the ship
radar was reading them as boats. Flames as high as eighteen (18)
feet were shooting into the sky and debris was floating from the
wreckage. (lACalled the Coast Guard who advised him to
search the southeast section of the debris line for survivors.
Later, the Coast Guard called to advise that they should search
for bodies because there would not be any survivors.

The— spotted a body approximately
two hours after arriving in the area. Due to the size of the
ship (approximately 100 feet) they could not easily get the body
aboard so they hailed a small fiberglass pleasure boat in the
area which took the body abocard. They later found a male body
which they did take abpard and subsequently turned over to a
SUFFOLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT vessel nicknamed the "VESSEL
KILO". They spotted a third body which another pleasure boat
picked up.

They searched for another three and a half hours but
due to the number of boats in the area, the Captain felt they
could no longer safely operate so they broke off at approximately
3:45 a.m., July 18, 1996, and proceeded towards Point Judith,
Rhode Island.

One mile off Point Judith the
vessel manager who
told them that whiting fish were being caught fifty miles east of
Point Judith. They were also told that CHANNEL 6 NEWS was
waiting on the dock to interview them. P took his vessel
out of the recommended fishing area without docking at Point
Judith and remained there until returning to Point Judith at
approximately 8:30 p.m., July 20, 1996.

were called by their

did not notice any unusual vessels from July 16
through July 18, 1996, and had not heard of nor seen any stolen
or abandoned vessels. He has been a fishing boat Captain for
seventeen years.

@
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 07/24/1996
To: Providence Attn: SA Wally Salisbury

From: New York
I-5/LIRA
Contact: SA Joseph P. Fanning, (516) 753-0130

Approved By: Ticano Walter A
Drafted By: Fanning Joseph P:mxb
Case ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending)
Title: UNSUB(S);
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800;
7/17/96;
AOT-IT-EOD
Synopsis: Request interview of—of Port
Judith, RI, fishing trawler Calli-Lin-Elizabeth and his crew, who

witnessed captioned explosion and responded to crash scene.

Administrative: Reference telcal between SA Wally Salisbury and
SA Joseph P. Fanning, I-5/LIRA.

Details: On 07/20/1996, telephonically contacted
the Command Post located at the United States Coast Guard
Station, Center Moriches

. W s.pplied the following contact
numbers: home - D truck cellphone - ‘

and boat cellphone -

On 07/22/1996, irst mate of the
commercial fishing trawle‘ was telephonically
contacted on telephone number EIEGTGEGEGEED. G iscd

was not present on the boat that moment.
reported that the home port was Port
Judith, Rhode Island, and that they were a commercial fishing
trawler.

On 07/17/1996, the night of crash of TWA flight 800, he
was on the along with d mate

and mate (RS Thcy were off the

southern coast of Long Island, steaming east on their way back to

Rhode Island when they saw an explosion. The boat immediately

turned around and returned to the crash scene. They picked up )

one body and saw numerous others. ,Z:C:"fﬂg
265A-NY-259028-SUB Nl

1 -
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. FEDERAL BU EAU OF INVESTIGATION
To: Providence From: New Yor
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 07/24/1996

G surplied the following information on the crew
members of the

South Kingston, RI

Wakefield, RI

@I 2dvised his address is NG
Wakefield, RI, telephone G EEEED
2

ole/



To: Providence From: New York
Re: 265A-NY-259028, 07/24/1996

LEAD (s) :

Set Iead 1:

PROVIDENCE DIVISION

AT PORT JUDITH, RHODE ISLAND

will interview w Mate S
1

shing trawler concerning captioned matter.

e
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On November 15, 1996 at approximately 11:45 am at 40
37.52 and 072 41.37 in the open waters of the Atlantic Ocean,
Special Agents Robert W. Hubbard and Alan N. Vaughn boarded
fishing vessel of NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA registry,
hull number and captained by While aboard a
United States Coast Guard vessel within the restricted zone
surrounding the TWA Flight 800 crash site, the agents were

informed by the Coast Guard that the— was fishing
within that restricted zone. The declsion was made to board the
to search for evidence and to order that the

vegse epart immediately. After informing of the identity

of the agents and the nature of the boarding, e following tock
place:

Upon boarding, the agents went to the pilot house of
the#and inforned QI that his vessel was within
restricted waters and that they were to depart immediately.

was provided with the dimensions of the restricted area.
said that he knew he was within the restricted zone but

a e would comply. Special Agent Hubbard noticed a strong
smell of burning marijuana inside the bridge area. Both Special
Agents Hubbard and Vaughn noticed a distinct redness in the eyes
o and an erratic behavior consistent with that of
subStance abuse. When the fishing vessel emptied its nets, the
agents seized all parts that were consistent with those found
during the ongoing salvage operation. was ordered to
steam out of the area immediately and O return until the
restriction was terminated. Q was advised that information

regarding the restriction wa y available over marine

radios. The agents informed Petty Officer ,

United States Coast Guard of their findings. informed

the agents that his crew would submit an intelligence report on Z{?§
the findings but would not take any enforcement action at that ’
time. 265A-NY/-)259028-SUB -cC

SEARCHED_ L/ INDEXED

SERIALIZED T ZFILED ] @
2
JAN 28 1537 -

FBI = NEW YORK
Investigation on 11/15/96 aa L-L.:40 37.52-072 41.37
File # 265A-NY-259028 Y Datc dictated 11/15/96
SA ROBERT W. HUBB (ﬁéh ('-l"‘Q
by SA ALAN N. VAUGHN
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The following

investigation was conducted by Special
Agent (SA) GAVIN p. SHEA

» regarding the TWA plane crash:

contractor unteer fireman for Wes ampton
Beach Fire Department, , advised
that he did not see the plane go down, bu

e participated in the
surface search for survivors the night of the crash.

S -cvisca that p, a Sergeant in the
Southampton Police Department may have been on his boat

night and may have seen something.
h A new lead is set fo .

2.7
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On July 27,
County Police Department (SCPD), Shield Number 397

), owner of ship

Montauk, New York 11454,
and advised that the crew on board on July

follows:
ontauk, New York

Montauk, New York

1996, Detective EDWARD HOFMANN, Suffolk
contacted

1996 was as

’

1

Mont New York

Detective HOFFMAN contacted ho advised
that he was not on that trip but L
Jul contacted
ontauk, New York,
is an 80 foot

stated
e confirmed others

commercial fishing boat called a "DRAGGER.
and-. He stated that he had been on

on board as?
watch and saw ares belng dropped to illuminate the area south-
west of their location. F stated that the —
was traveling in Westerly ection approximately two miles off
shore headed for Fire Island. He observed nothing unusual before

coming near the incident location.
08/02/1996 - Undersigned contacted Captain-

-who advised the following:
The left MONTAUK MARINA on July 17, 1996

approximately 1930 hours (7:30 PM). They came around Montauk.
Point at about 8:00 PM and were procreding westerly towards Fire
They were approximately one and one-half to two miles

Island.

off shore. He had taken the first watch; the second

watch and ’the third watch. Each watch is for

approximately two and one-half hours. He was awaken by (D
They were

at approximately 10:00 PM July 18, 1996.

b

EA
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approximately two miles off shore, just west of Moriches Inlet.
He observed flares being dropped from helicopters and radio
communication about bodies being found on VHF Channel 16 or 6.
He had not observed anything unusual prior to the incident. He
had not observed the crash or anything reiated to it prior to
coming into the area of the site. The returned to
MONTAUK MARINA on Monday, July 22, 1996 after fishing four days
and one day of packing the fish.

Attached to this report it data sheet which recorded
the position of the via satellite communications
utilizing "BOATRACS" whicC e utilizes.

Times and location recorded on July 17, 1996
highlighted. Undersigned conferred with "OPERATIONS PERSONNEL"
at the East Moriches Coast Guard Station. These indicate that
8:26:33 PM on July 17, 1996, the was approximately
20 miles northeast of crash site. (4.87 miles south of
Bridgehampton).

At 9:26:38 PM, they were approximately 5.38 miles SSE
of Hampton Bays.

At 10:26:42 PM, they were approximately 4.07 miles SSW
of Westhampton Beach.

On 08/03/1996, undersigned contacted—who

related following:

He was awaken bym at about 9:00 PM.
@D to1d him that he had heard talk on the VHS about a plane

crash. They were westbound toward Fire Island; and were
approximately two miles off shore.

states he heard more talk on Channel 16 of the
VHS about the crash of a plane. He put the VHS on scan and
picked up communications between the Coast Guard and other boats
picking up bodies. In the distance, south of their location, he
also observed flares in the sky. The flares were being dropped
and would illuminate the sky.

He woke Captain—at about ten - 10:30 PM

to inform him of the situation. He could not report seeing
anything unusual.

@
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 08/12/96

, Hampstead, North
Carolina 28443, was interviewved
at the GREAT LAKES DREDGE AND DOCK COMPANY (GL), Westhampton
Beach Dune Road restoration project, where he is employed as the
Project Manager. was advised of the identity of the
interviewers and he then supplied the following information:

GREAT LAKES is under contract by the United States Army
Corp of Engineers to restore the beach at Dune Road, Westhampton,
New York (NY). -is the Project Engineer of the project.
GL currently has eight vessels working the Westhampton Beach
project. These are the Dredge Illinois, a large dredge; GL-183,
a supply barge; Derrick 66, a floating derrick; GL-105, an anchor
barge; the Road River, a small water-taxi type vessel; the
Evergreen State, a small tug boat; the Hoosier State, another
small tug boat; and the Ruth Marie, a larger tug boat.

All of the above vessels arrived at the Moriches Inlet
area sometime on July 17, 1996. Prior to their arrival at
Moriches a number of them had been in &taten Island. Prior to
their arrival in Staten Island on July 3, 1996, the Dredge
Illinois, the Derrick 66, the Road River, the GL-105, and the
Evergreen State had been in Qatar in the Middle East since May,
1993, working on a GL contract. The Hoosier State and the Ruth
Marie had all come to this area from other parts of the United
States.

On the evening that TWA flight #800 crashed, the Dredge

Illinois was anchored one mile off shore and approximately one
and one half mile east of the Moriches Inlet. The GL-183 was
docked just inside the Moriches Inlet on the east side.
Derrick 66 was tied up at the Dredge Illinois. GL-105, the
Evergreen State, the Hoosier State and the Ruth Marie were all
also at the Dredge Illinois. The Road River was on the water,
moving from shore to the Dredge Illinois when TWA #800 crashed.
The Road River was being piloted by at that time.
Two other crew members of the Road River were also on the boat at
the time and they were (phonetic) and

was subsequently interviewed by New York Special Agent

(35

Investigationon _7/23/96 at Westhampton Beach, New YOrRESA.NY 259028 _

File #

by
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the Deck Captaln of the Dredge Illinois,
was e Road River at the time going back out to the Illinois.

While the Road River was heading out to the Dredge
Illinois, the men on board saw the TWA #800 incident. The Road
River immediately stopped its trip out to the Illinois and went
to the scene of the crash. The Ruth Marie was then sent out to
the crash scene. was piloting the Ruth Marie,
which had a crew of four. Both GL vessels at the scene of the
crash were in radio communication with the Coast Guard and took
instructions from them. One of these vessels saw the body of a
young girl in the water, but was told by the Coast Guard not to
recover bodies but to look for survivors. (@I on the Road
River, eventually left the scene when he felt there was nothing
more to do. The Ruth Marie also returned around the same time.

The Dredge Illinois and its accompanying vessels had
been at Richmond Terrace in Staten Island from July 3, 1996 until
July 17, 1996. The five previously mentioned vessels that had
been in Qatar had arrived from Qatar on a heavy lift ship off of
Staten Island on July 2, 1996. The heavy lift ship is owned by a
compan believes is named SEA TEAM, out of Norway. It is

belief that even though the ship was a Norwegian flag,
the crew was Russian. When the Dredge Illinois returned from
Qatar, the only people who came back with it to
knowledge were the Captain, who 1is from Georgia,
and the chief Engineer,

The Dredge Illinois arrived in the Moriches Inlet area
sometime on July 17, 1996. @lPfirst saw it when he came to
the site office, around 2:00 pm. The vessel was towed out by a
large tug owned by UNITED PILOTS, INC., Port Richmond Avenue,
Staten Island, NY, (718) 720-3332/3/4. The point of contact at
UNITED PILOTS is (. The tug was contracted by GL
fully found, which means that it came with its own crew and fuel.
The Dredge Illinois was being towed out to the Moriches site.

The only two GL individuals on the vessel were its two levermen.

The Dredge Illinois has quarters for four people only.
At 2:00 pm, P elieves that the people on the Dredge
Illinois were the Captain, ﬂ the Deck captain, @i
S the two levermen, and some deckhands.

@D r cported that the person to contact for detailed
corporation information concerning the return of the GL vessels

from Qatar is (P the Corporate Purchasing Agent, at
the GL Headquarters in Oak Brook, Illinois.

OY 9y @
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madvised that since the time of the TWA #800
crash, four exican workers had left their employment at the

4l

Westhampton site. All four of these workers had been with GL for
a couple of years. had first met them in December, 1995,
while they were working ror GL in Florida. {jjjjilPhelped them
get into the union and then assigned to the project in
Westhampton Beach. ¥l characterized the four as very hard
workers who would do anything asked of them. While working in
Florida, the four Mexicans had lived on a GL barge that had about
forty living quarters. However, when they arrived in New York
they learned that due to the limited quarters on the Dredge
Illinois, they were going to have to get their own accommodations
on land. According tobhe learned that they were unhappy
with this housing situation. The four had been sleeping on the

Dredie Illinois on the floor since its arrival on the 17th.

reported that unknown to him the four, who had been
working in Staten Island on the Illinois on the same shift, had
been split up on two different shifts. The two Mexican workers
who worked the Friday evening shift left the site after their
shift and did not return for the shift the next day. The two who
worked Saturday days left the site after their shift and
heard they were driven to the local bus station. believes
the four left their employment on the GL Westhampton Beach
project because they were unhappy with the conditions and
housing. They thought they would live on the Illinois and
believed they could not afford a local place to live, according
to what&had heard from another GL Mexican employee.

ad not personally spoken to any of the four in question.
will supply the names and addresses of these four
individuals.

a GL employee at Westhampton Beach, had
told e had seen the initial flash of light from the first
explosion. as interviewed by SA FRANK FINN, Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI)/Long Island Resident Agency (LIRA).

Pwas on the beach around 8:30 pm, when he saw the
flames in the sky. i stated he was interviewed about what
he saw by an FBI Agent whose name he could not remember, on the
night of the July 19, 1996.

SA DAVE EDWARD, FBI/LIRA, interviewed (D

advised he would supply additional information
concerning GL employees who were on the site or GL vessels on the
evening of the crash. He also would supply information on the
transfer of the Dredge Illinois and other towed vessels from
Staten Island to the Moriches Inlet area.

®
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- The following information is available for-

Date of Birth:

Address:

Home Telephone:

Beeper:

Occupation: roject Manager

Employer: GREAT LAKES DREDGE AND DOCK CO.
2122 York Road
Oak Brook, Illinois 60521
(800) 323-7100

Sex: Male

Race: White

. @
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Pleasant, NJ,

~=_=sgnone : was advised o e identity of
ne Interviewing Agents and the nature of the interview. Sande
tnzreafcar provided the following information:

Sande advised that he and his father own
and operate the fishing vesseldw Pr. Pleasant. and his
Trzw of six left Pt. Pleéasant the early morning urs of
wzinesday, July 17,1996. At the time of the airplane explosion,
nzy were approximately five mj ast and te welve miles
2 shore from the crash site. gave the&coordinates
27=2..-23667 for their positicn at time.
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d that crew mate
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Social Security Account Number

ter Moriches, Long Island, New York, home telephone
was contacted and prcovided the following

nformation:

left the Sennex Avenue Marira at approximately
#:00 PM after being told of a plane -rash from a friend.

-arrived AL Or near “he soene 2f the fire at G4
%
M.

said he saw "tcns and 23" of depris 1n che
watrer. boat 1is called

- o3 four bodies 2

adulss, out of the water.
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Ltocated
The heading— Set was 2238042715 wnen he left to
search for the plane.
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Date ot transcripton 07/24/96

1996

On July 19, roximately 1245 hours, -
, residj Cld Mastic, New York,
telephone number over to Special Agent
{SA) CHARLES V. ROSASCHI miscellaneous aircraft debris and
personal effects, which was accepted as evidence and designated

as Lot number 13.

stated that he vicked up the items 1in his
Loat, " described as a 21 . Fro.ine, at the

cocrdinates: N40.28-274 by W072.33-75

I

S

265A-NY-259028-SUB( 3 -

[nvestigation o 07/19/96 at East Moriches, New York

r

—

es 26SA-NY-259028 (\/ﬁ}) ,\x

: R
ny S%ARLES V. ROSASCHI/hrg 7iv-7/3 2 mm%(/ 07/22/95¢
. L 4

Phos Jdocument contams netther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL [o s the neonert ¢ the PRI m; T ‘caned toovour agency .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcniption 07/24/96

1996 imately 0755 hours,

On July 19,

., residing at Shirley, New York 11967,
home telephone number turned over to Special
Agent (SA) CHARLES V. ROSASCHI miscellaneous aircraft debris and
cersonal effects which was accepted as evidence and designated as
Lot number 1.

stated that he had gathered the items in his
boat, a uasport with 175 horsepower Johnson engine,

ac,
approximately three (3! -o five (5 miles west of tne Trans Wor.d
' ' 1ght 220 crash si j (s boat was
2s:1ding ac Mcntaux,
= ' me T=2_ephone
2 C
— : . 265A-NY-259028-SUB LL §
Inve Lgation on 27/19/96 at East Moriches, New York -
N
. 265A-NY-253028 (66} N
- N—" 5

by SA%LES V. ROSAS CHI /hrg 7_1’1/' 7/ b4 (;' Date dlcgzsli//" c7 /2 2 ,/ 96

N
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 7/29/96

On July 29, 1996, Special Agent (SA) MARK JOSEPH

BARTEK, of the Federal Bureau of I jon New York

Office (NYO attempted to contactw

mith regard to Lead Number TW3398. An
nown male

answered the telephone. Upon being advised

of the SA’s name_and the nature of the call, the ised that
her name was and that her husband wa .
Subsequently, advised that her husband was not a ome,

but could be - :ached at his place of employment,P
v Upon calling abov ephone number, SA
B was advised by an UNF tha%

im ca back.

was not in at
that time however, she would have

Later that da

SA BARTEK received a telephone call
Upon being advised of the nature of
advised the following:

on Saturday morning, July 27, 199N

advised that he, along with a few cther individuals, were tuna
fishing approximately 30-35 miles due south of Montauk, Long
Island. advised that he observed some debris in the
water which appeared to be some type of cloth or upholstery.

did not attempt to retrieve the material and observed it
floating in a west/north-west direction.Pcould not
recall the color or any distinguishable characteristics of the
material. advised that the piece of cloth could possibly
have been from an airplane seat cover.

dvised that his residence address 1is
0ld Lyme, Connecticut 06371.
Ab

265A-NY-259028-SUB (.

pack from
the call,

B S (VA d
i - RLES
;. J }
‘\2< JUL 3 1995 '
fC LT LD
52 1
1
svesugatonon 7/29/96 at New York, NY (telephonically)
Z65A-NY-259028 TW3398 (%i;)
P —
. ,
SA MARK JOSEPH BARTEK /7 Date dictated  7,29/96
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Date of transcription 9/5/97

was

advised of the official identity of the interviewing Agent and
the purpose of the interview. m who was previously
interviewed by the Federal Burea estigation, then provided
the following information:

When asked if her h co eak
to interviewing Agent, vised that
could not come to the telephone at that time because he

had just returned home from chemotherapy and he was not feeling
well.

just prior to the event on
July 17, 1996, she an were standing on the dock on
the North/Bay side of Barrier ls.iand. They were facing
southeast, toward the ocean, although they could not see the

ocean over the dunes from where they were standing. The-

After the event, and after th had listened to

the Emergency Coast Guard Station, ,—
and *immediately returne

home with their boat.
Then

mand _went with another
individual and the 1ndividual's boat out to the crash site.

never went to the crash site.

The following is descriptive information for-

Investigationon _9/4/97 st Middletown, New Jersey (telephonically)
le # 265A-NY=-259028 «CQ [/ — Q 5‘ Date dictated 9/5/97
by _ SA CHRISTINA GUST (CG:cq) (@)
o975
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ageacy;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date of transcription

ce,

interviewing agents and the purpose of the interview,
provided the following information:

is currently employed

the WESTHAMPTON BATH AND TENNIS HOT

York.

On the night of Wednesday July 17th, 1996, was 5
working at the front desk. Between 8:00 and 9:00 PM, possibly at oy
8:40 PM, a man and woman rushed up to the front desk and told R
her, "You’'re not going to believe this. We were outside on the B
deck and we saw a plane crash!" The man stated that the plane S
must have been very big because of the size of the explosion. o
The woman said that she thought the plane was smaller, perhaps
like a biplane. then called the Westhampton Beach Police,

and they told her that they had already received news about the
crash. -

hen accompanied the man and woman out to the e
deck area near the pool, and the couple showed her the area of

the sky where they had seen the crash. looked at the sky
and saw a short column of white smocke. e column was narrow at B 4
the top, wide in the middle, and narrow at the bottom. The smoke v Ny
did not touch the ocean. This observation and the shape of the

3

column struck ‘s unusual . g
while out on the deck with jJJJJJlP the man and woman .

said that they thought they had seen a flare rise up from a boat L
prior to the explosion. 7
Z

”thought that the man and woman may have been CC/I
husband and wife because they talked to each other a lot and sat

together in the hotel lobby while they listened for news updates ;2
on the plane crash. ‘did not know the names of the man Or. ., ..

Sk 7

womar . 265A-NY

'nvesuigation on 07/22/96 at Westhampton, New York

f
Fi . 265A-NY-259028 OCT ng u-sz
TN
""SA PETER M. BRADY qﬁs kA

yﬁ, SA JOHN HUI/hrg Date dictated O}
} v S’ B3

22/ . ) G
/ This docur:znt contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; -~ i3
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date of transcription 7/29/96

1996,

On July 29,
. Mastic, N
was interviewed at his

home.” After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
agents and nature of the intervievdi P rrovided the
following information:

-

On July 17, 1996, after hearing about the plane crash,
at 10:30 PM, took his boat to the cfash site in order to
assist in recovery efforts. During the time (il vas at the
crash site he took some amateur home video of the recovery
efforts. P vould not give the original video to the
interviewing agents but stated he would make a copy and provide
it to the interviewing agents. The video contained five to six
minutes of scenes from the crash site. The lighting was poor as
well as the overall quality. The video contained scenes of
wreckage and the recovery of one victim by the United States
Cocast Guard.

L 9
265A-NY-250028-suB C (-

2
y, A v B
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Date of transcniption 07 /2 7 / 1596

On 07/24/1996,

E-6, BM-1, assigned to
the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Adak,

Home address:

.. Highlands, New Jersey 07732,
was interviewed by Special Agent CHRISTOPHER M. PIEHOTA

who identified himself and the purpose of the interview.

During the interview, —provided the following

information:

- stated that he was below the bridge of the
Adak and, as such, did not witness the crash or any incidents
leading up to the crash.

?Stated that, upon arriving at the site of
the wreckage, he viewed what he believed to be a part of an
engine, various wreckage in the water and a whcle rest room
{lavatory) from the aircraft floating intacrt.

—could not recall any other details or

provide any further information regarding this matter.

File #

hy

AveSTIgation on 07/24/1396 at Sandy Hook, New Je rsey [ - ] - R o
i ——
265A-NY-253028
= JAN-1-01097
SA Christopher M. Piehota (UCO Date dictated 07/27/1996._ . .
N L TSmO

Va4 d”

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FRI Tt oyt e smers # tho CRE and e Loimad 1 s oo o o
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcniption 07/27/1996

On 07/24/1996,
the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Adak,
Highlands, New Jersey 07732,
, was interviewed by Special Agent CH OPHER M.
PIEHOTA and Investigator ED KARASEIWICZ who identified themselves
and the purpose of the interview.

MK-2, assigned to
Home address:

During the interview, -prOVlded the following
infcrmation:

qstated that he was below the deck of the Adak
checking out the ship’s water conversion system with EM—I’
and, as such, did not witness the crash cr any incidents leading
2p to the crash.

-came to the deck to prep

are search and rescue
operations. Upon arriving at the crash site, stated that he
saw what he believed to be the tail section the ailrcraft.

.
-could not recall any ctner details or provide any
urther information regarding this matoer.

th

Lestigation vn 07/24/1996 at Sandy Hook, New lersey l'f’ujiff5~},
SO
Fles 255A-NY-259028 . /%) 1 man
’ = JAN—T01897
n SA Crhristopher M. Piehota (L*) Dae dicwed  07/2741996
= ) -

vy, Inv. Ed Karaslewilcz

This document cortaims neither recommendations nor conclusinne of the FRE Tr e the nrareer + se shia 097
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Date of transcription 07 / 27 / 1996

On 07/24/1996, — E-5, Petty Officer
2nd Class, assigned to the U.S. Guard Cutter Adak, (D

Home address: , Highlands, New Jersey
was interviewed by Special
who identified himself and the

07732,
Agent CHR .
purpose of the interview.

During the interview_ provided the following

informaticn:

stated that he was below the bridge of the
Adak sleeping and, as such, did not witness the crash or any
incidents leading up to the crash.

that, upon arriving site of the wreckage, he
viewed what he believed to be the tail section of the aircraft.

— could not recall any cther details or provide

any further information regarding this matter.

o PRI e I

L. L e
et A TEY L T e W

{,,

AvEsuganon on 07/24/1996 at Sandy Hcok, New Jersey T /%)q{
Fles 265R-NY-259028 ﬁ)dr IAN 1 01997 Y
c T v5 39
tw SA Christopher M. Piehota ‘i)@ Date dictared~ 07/27/M1996 -2 o w5
/992 ~ L

This document comans neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. 1t 15 the praperty of the FBLand 15 Laned s vonr aosneye
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1, assigned to the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Adak,

-, Home addresg: . Highlands, New Jersey 07732-
4006, » was interviewed by Special Agent
CHRISTOPHER M. PIEHOTA who identified himself and the purpose of
the interview.

During the interview, —provided the following

information:

— stated that he was bkelow the bridge of the

Adak sleeping and, as such, did not witness the crash or any
incidencts leading up to the crash.

— said that, after being called tc the deck of

the Adax, he believed that he saw Navy aircralt drcpping flares
where some life rafts/escape chutes were lccated.

Oon O7/24/1996,— E-6, iiuartermaster—

— could not recall any, cther details or provide
any further information regarding this matter
“"-\: '«" v i
Investigatuon on 07/24,/1996 at Sandy HOOk, New Jersey l——t‘_;-f::o_‘F
T U
File 5 255A-NY-259028 o m l an—1 m‘g(
b% vSn JR T U
by SA Christopher M. Piehota ( ) Dae dicaed ~ 07/27/1996 . .
) - ' ~ S
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Date of transcription 7 / 26 / 96

G ooy

serving as a Seaman E-2 onboard the U tates Coast Guard
Cutter "ADAK", local address Sandy Hook, New
Jersey,
-, Philadelphia, PA,
interviewed by Norman F. Mahoney who identified
Special Agent (SA) with the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI). SA Mahoney advised Seaman he was being
interviewed regarding the crash of TWA ight 800 that occurred
on July 17, 1996.

Seaman- advised that the night of this incident,
he did not see the plane going down because he was in his bed
below deck.

He stated he heard the boat Captain on the radio

advising all hands to get on deck. He further stated that upon
arriving on deck he observed flames in the water as well as
bodies, and airplane parts. .

He was unable to provide additional information
regarding the crash.

) 2

Avestigation un 7/24/96 at Sandy Hook, New Jersey
Fle# 265A-NY-259028 o Date dictated
by SA Norman F. Mahoney (1&&)

N

2y

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclustons of the FBI. Itis the propery of the FBI and 1s loaned to your agency:
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Date of transcription 9/3/96

as lnterviewed

After being advised of the official

identities interviewing agents and the purpose of the
interview, urnished the following information:

and provides tow rvices to dilisabled Vv s \

off the coast of Long Island. 1In the early morning hours of July \,

18, 1996, was in the area of the crash of Flight TWA 800 ~
{ A

assisting with rescue and recovery efforts. While in this area e
ame into contact with a disabled vessel named — 2

'ontacted one of his emplovees vide tow
services for the
responded t . ccording to other vessels

in vessel named

Westhampton

was i area with two of his boats, along with his employees
a local police officer, andblast name
unknown, also a local police officer.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST

elng advised of the o
the 1interviewing agents and the purpose of
furnished the following information:

Approximatel
800 on July 17, 1996,

ff Moriches Bay, to the area
attempt to assist in rescue operations a
the wreckage. This vessel named
difficulties and required towing by

was lnterviewed at his second
Quogue, New York,

experienced mechanical

IGATION

Date of transcription 9/3/96

New York, NY 10025,

fficial identities of
the interview,

one hour after the crash of TWA Flight

rothers, ”and q took
their 20-foot Boston Whaler, which docks behind their house on

of the crash to
recovery operations of
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Date of transcniption

On July 22, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) CHARLENE TRUX,
SAM KRAMER, DAVID KOLLENDER, Supervisory Special Agent (SSA) KEN
MAXWELL, Suffolk County Police Department (SCPD) Detective DENNIS
RAFFERTY and Coast Gua Boarding Officer Lieutenant JG L.M.
WERNER bocarded the docked next to a barge owned by
GREAT LAKES DREDGE AND DOCK COMPANY. 2747 Richmond Terrace,
Staten Island, New York 10303 - 2301. ] information received
by TRUX and RAFFERTY was that the *and "Evergreen
State" were previously located in e le East and
approximately two weeks prior to July 17, 1996, the ships were
shipped to the United States, arriving in the United States a few
days prior to the Trans World Airlines incident.

state e boarde e
job con the morning of July 17, 1996,
1s a 40 Zoct crew_ style tug, red with

edgln

at 0600. The

whi:e ‘orward capin, with black tires ”a"ging on the sides. The
used in a dr@dg;ng cperation off Fire I lanu in the Atlantic, ac

opl] of the
was previcusly in

the southern most tip of the Islarng

?;s completely empty. The o)
hatar, shipped to this locat:zn for tils particular job.

(L

statad T "2utn Marie" and "Evergreen
State" are also owned by GREAT LAXES LDREDGE, and are on the same
operation, also previously in the Middle East. The "Evergreen
State" was coming from Kuwait. tated all the
equipment was shipped from t“he M1 e rast.

tated -—he site manager is—

'~

(D

TMvestigatinn on

fale &

252A-NY-

SA !
“@&v_ L,

PRGN



FD-

2

Conttnuanon of FD-302 of

/6y

Sl Rew T1orssn

5EA-NY-259028

, On 7/22/96 . Page

2

All members of the crew were interviewed regarding the
sh. All stated they did not see the crash, but saw the plane
1 after hearing a loud noise. The "Ruth Marie" was cne of the
sels assisting in the initia escue attempts and also radioed
the

th ()

Od W 3

a
1
S

lr
Coast Guard thne crasn .ocation

W

rm&da M2), Westport Island,
L THESTERFIELD ASSOCIATES,
a, Westhaven 2Reach, New York

‘
S e

e

>
971
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The Coast Guard checked each vessel and found all
Jdocumentation to be current.
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Date of transcription 7/22/96

Ea

zlechens rth
cia Security Nu as interviewed on July '
g ol

is place of r er being advised of the
interviewing agewt and the nature of the
provided the followirng information:

eard about the crash approximately 10:30-10:45

cn July 17, 1996. In an effort to assist the rescue effort, he
_mmediately left his home, got intc his boat and sped to the
crasn sit After first stcpping at dredging barge outside the
inlez, arrived cne half mile scuth of the crasbh site at
agere 11:15.
On the way cut 2 th sh site, saw an
.nidencifisd 18-23' canter con ccat with an outboard engine
‘ Travaling NcrThwest Ioward the cnas inlet. The unidentified
N czaT lccxed lcst and did not s stern light on, although
2. 17s czhney lLignts ware on. snidentifisd bocat was about 4-
T milss Ircm Lhe in and Tra I 3T a spreed of arprcximately
.. xncts o nct seas Tany T=sCcp.e were cn the pcat
-iii nCT 822 3 soner un rzat traffic that nighc
praccorarad Two £oZdiss at tnhe crash site Zne was
2 zody cf 2 23 vear 214 male with short black hair, tlack
TanIs, a wnize snirt, and a gclld ring on his rlght flnger, and
Tn2 Cthexy was thns £dy 2 3 women in her mid-30's who was dressed
& zlzcx flight accendant uniizrm. He also found a life rafc
Vzrtnwast I The Trash site. transferred the bodies and
=n2 vait o thne Tcast Zuard so zhe crash site
, 20.3A-NY-/.59623'5UB¢-3
T2 % TasTrores iwo Tt "

e o D TTL ok Doe sl

A ETITIAEE ' x
/624 ' SRR . "iﬂ,’ e e e
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Date of transcription 7/23/96

. was_telephonically interviewed at his place of
mployment . dwas advised of the identity of the
interviewing agent as being a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau

of Investigation and the purpose of the interview.

On July 17, 1996,-and his pa fficer-
- were on routine patrol for the%?arks
Department during the 4:00 PM to midnight shift. Sometime around

8:30 PM, they received a report on the radios of a possible boat
in distress off of Smith Point Park and a flare involved.

-nd_reached the beach at Smith Point

Park in about ten minutes. When they arrived, people on the

beach said a plane had crashed in the ocean. They witnessed

flames in the water off-shore. Neither or his partner,
observed any explosion or the actual crash.

e

Investigation on 7/22/96 at Center Moriches, New York(tél ;
Fie# 265A-NY-259028

by SA JOSEPH P. FANNING mxb Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendatiofis por conchusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is losned 10 youe iy

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcnption 07/25/96

on July 20, 199, NN - -
Moricnes, New York, turred over to Special Agent 4(SA) .SAMUEL G.
KRAMER, a torn section of a United States (U.S) ™ gag,
approximately three feet lcng, one fcot wide, and made up of a
blue cloth panel and a gold cloth panel. Attached to the panels
was a silver plate with "U.S. Mail" stamped on it.

WS- --ccc that he removed the mail bag section from
a propeller shaft of the boat "Precious Metals" on the evening of
July 19, while the boat was tied up at its regular slip at
“he Cent=r Moriches, New York.
SN - her stated that he was aboard the "Precious Metals"
tne night 1t went out to the crash size of Trans World Airline
"TWA) Flight 800 on July 17, 1996, to assist in recovery efforts.

1S

UNe

265A-NY-259028-SUB(C, "%

Investigauon on 07/20/96 al Center Moriches, New York =~ ' . . 09
fies  265A-NY-259028 (TJ) ~N | ‘
#(SA SAMUEL G. KRAMER = L \ S R
n _fA BARTHOLOMEW AVERSANO, ATF (SGK:hrg) oeMqghed [07/23/96
n .

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It 1s the property of tm‘hnd 1S Laned—to-'vmgtncy
. D . i Ce [N .
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The following investigation was conducted by Special
Agent RALPH TUCKER, JR., on July 22, 1996:

Emergency Medical Technician
Plum Island, New York,

was telephonically contacted at his
residence. dvised that during the period of July 17 -

18, 1996, while participating in the rescue/recovery effort for
TWA Flight 800, aboard the ship he noticed a
glittery film covering most of the debris they recovered from the

search area. gyl thought that this glittery film may
contain trace elements for chemical comparisons to determine if a
set explosion had taken place aboard the aircraft.

;0
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1. tleasant, NJ,

as aav.sed of the i1dentity of -
nature of the interview. h
wing information:

his father wn
and operate the fi Pt. Pleasant. and his

crew of six left Pt/ Pleasant during the early morning hours of
Wednesday, July 17/7996. At the time of the airplane explosion,
they were approxjmately five miles east and ten to twelve miles

off shore from €he crash site. g ve the LORAN coordinates
26400-43667 for their position at that time.

le interviewing Agents and t
thereafter provided the fol

SEEP®. - :cqd that he observed a lot of parach: ares

» that night but believes these were Coast Guard flares.
knows of nothing unusual on the water or in the sky that evening.
Of the persons on the ship, dvised that crew mates

nd ere the only workers that saw
e e that night.

*dvised that possible ships with information from

that night include the and

'om Pt. Plec ) so mentioned were the —
NJ.

. an ut of Barnegat,

This is the extent of information provided by-

I\ estgation on 7/29/96 a Pt. Pleasant, NJ
Fied 265A-NY-259028 ‘LL'%L{ b o Date dictated 8/1/96

SA Daniel J. McKenna "k
by SA James Lamb ’]

\—
2R NGs, 20 >

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and it rantantc are nnt ta he dicrahitad antcide vanr acency
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8/1/96

Pt. Pleasant, NJ,

was advised of the identity of
the i1nterviewlng Agents and the nature of the interview.b

thereafter provided the following information:

*advised that he and his father wn
and operate e fishing vesselP Pt. Pleasant. and his
crew of six left Pt. Pleasant during the early morning hours of
Wednesday, July 17,1996. At the time of the airplane explosion,
they were approximately five miles east and ten to twelve miles
off shore from the crash site. ave the LORAN coordinates
26400-43667 for their position at that time.

?stated that he observed a lot of parachute flares
that night but believes these were Coast Guard flares.

knows of nothing unusual on the water or in the sky that evening.
Of the persons on the Shiﬁ’ -advised that crew mates i
#nd

the explosion that night.

advised that

ossible ships with information from
that night include thoN N G -

ere the only workers that saw

rom Pt. Pleasant. Alsc mentioned were the
and ut of Barnegat, NJ.

This is the extent of information provided by- ~

1994




1

/‘77:‘ N _ -
265A-NY-2590282 74 2¢O CC 3
EH:dp ‘v//

S—

On July 27, 1996, Detective EDWARD HOFMANN, Suffolk

County Police Department (SCPD), Shield Number 397, contacted gl
*, owner of ship ‘il " Address -

@P Montauk, New York 11454, telephone number

and advised that the crew on board on July 17, 1996 was as

—

M

follows:

ontauki New York
Date of Birth (poB) - NN

Montauk, New York

DOB mNS

Montauk, New York

Detective HOFFMAN contacted who advised
that he was not on that trip but o Corly
on July 29, 19ii| contacted s NNRNENEENN, DO: -

' , Moptauk, New York, (516)
G s t2ted that the ! ' is an 80 foot

commercial fishing boat called a " He confirmed others
on board asHii® and SEJ He stated that he had been on
watch and saw flares being dropped to illuminate the area south -
west of their location. MUl stated that the '
was traveling in Westerly direction approximately two miles of{
shore headed for Fire Island. He observed nothing unusual before
coming near the incident location.

08/C2/1996 - Undersigned contacted—

-who advised the following:

20634 The "F" left MONTAUK MARINA on July 17, 1996
approximately 1930 hours (7:30 PM). They came around Montauk
Point at about 8:00 PM and were proceeding westerly towards Fire
Island. They were approximately one and one-half to two miles
off shore. He had taken the first watch; G the second
watch and GElll the third watcn. Each watch is for
approximately two and one-half hours. He was awaken by G

at approximately 10:00 PM July 18, 1996. They were

@ ~257

1}
. - 4
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approximately two miles off shore, just west of Moriches Inlet.
He observed flares being dropped from helicopters and radio
communication about bodies being found on VHF Channel 16 or 6.
He had not observed anything unusual prior to the incident. He
had not observed the crash or anything related to it prior to
coming into the area of the site. The " returned to
MONTAUK MARINA on Monday, July 22, 1996 after fishing four days
and one day of packing the fish.

Attached to this report it data sheet which recorded
the position of the "G via satellite communications

utilizing "eEEEEN which the "SyEEEEERA' utilizes.

Times and location recorded on July 17, 1996
highlighted. Undersigned conferred with "OPERATIONS PERSONNEL"
at the East Moriches Coast Guard Station. These indicate that
8:26:33 PM on July 17, 1996, the "—" was approximately
20 miles northeast of crash site. (4.87 miles south of
Bridgehampton) .

At 9:26:38 PM, they were approximately 5.38 miles SSE
of Hampton Bays.

At 10:26:42 PM, they were approximately 4.07 miles SSW
of Westhampton Beach.

On 08/03/1996, undersigned contacted - who

related following:

He was awaken by at about 9:00 PM.
told him that he had heard talk on the VHS about a plane
crash. They were westbound toward Fire Island; and were
approximately two miles off shore.

SRt :tcs he heard more talk on Channel 16 of the
VHS about the crash of a plane. He put the VHS on scan and
picked up communications between the Coast Guard and other boats
picking up bodies. 1In the distance, south of their location, he
also observed tlares in the sky. The flares were being dropped
and would illuminate the sky.

He woke at about ten - 10:30 PM
to inform him of the situation. He could not report seeing
anything unusual.

2035
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ot transenption 07/27/1996

On -7/24,1939%, , E-2, Seaman

ssigned to . d* SSN:
{ome address: . Highlands New Jersey

was 1nterviewed by Special
led himself and the

O ldentif
Curing the interview, —

rovided the Zollowing

stated that he was on the br*d with G; -3
- SS- CM=-3 - was alerted
to the crasn by Seaman Apprentice said that ne

saw a2 plume of smoke.

-said “hat bhe-was apprcximately 1les
away from the crash sizs. At the time of -he crash, the was
communicating with a fisning boat. After ~he :rash, :he
conzacted U.S. Toast 3uzrs Group Moriches, who ‘nstruce

-c orovide assiscancs

WrSCHAage, ¢
escape/phut
cegan retri
c=_l=ved o

- . - . .- .- - T -
SEENTRRTTNT SE e - JAndy HooA, New erges (.
a4l T
TR N LT T T o . /'2 ~ e
ce SCOERSNYSITOTIE sy p 3
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On July 16, 1

Q

=

996, Investigator CARL L. SUMMERLIXN
, Also known
DREDGE AND DOCE COMPANY . G was
als identifying Investigatcr SUMMERLI

terview. -ther afzer made rhe

896, he boarded the Dredge cn Staten

a W

1s

nc

N and

Isiand unexpect dly, because the Dredge was not suppocsed ¢
arr>ve before the evve ning cf July 17, ‘99@. n July 17, l19%g,
while working a 6:OO tec 12:00 shiftc, he - he engine room
when nhe was told by cne cf the deckhands - Chere was 3 Zirs on
the ocean. i went up tc the <cp deck = he obserwesd a
fire on the water. @ rc.ated that he di L gc cut o o=
wrecxage ncr did he see the incident cccur becauss ne was bel
deck, bringing filters Zcr the angLnes

@ scot=d that it was a clear night and tha:z the
‘ater was calm and that the wvisibility was Jocd. The srecxage
‘as 5 to 6 miles frcm the Dredge and tha:t -ne crew boat wou.d
take 10 minutes for get =Zhere _sa;a when crew members
returned later they said, "1t was still hot'. S -as b=en
working for GREAT LAKES fcr less than - . o SE2Aars, grevicusly
employed as a truck driver in Gecrgia, and worked for WEEKS 0D
BEENE FRONT VENTURE DREZCGER for tan
see The airplane while iz was in -
JR. s descricsd ag fcllows.
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2654 NY-255028
CLSWexh

On Julyv 26,1806, Investigator TiRL L. 3
inter-ieved oSNNI, - GRriT - ric snoooc :
coMpany . <R - < presented with credentials identifoin
Investigator SUMMERLIN and of che nature of rhe inter—iew. L Y
stated that con Julv 17, 2396, he was WOrking 3 7:00 pm to T:0C am
shift as a Deckhand and was on the "A frame of St 1ff Leg", which
1s a bcom attached to the main dredge when he observed a "big
fire ball" coming up from the water. then got off the &-
frame and on ¢ the'i . +hich is a crew ship ¢cr zug, and
went out to the flames. The trip to the flames took about 15
minutes, and when they arrived he obserwved debris and wreckags
which consisted of life ‘ackets with flashing lights.
stated that the “ stayved at che crash site for 1 <o -
172 hours looking for surwivors. On rfhe v;:h‘
wvere Jr., <D W d d i did nct zee the
airplane while it was in the sky, nor did he see i- coming down.
The Dredge was anchored about 5 miles frem shore and e got onoa1o
in Staten Island. While at the crash site, Wl cic nct s=e an
codies and did nct take any wreckage cut of the water.

Nlame :

Address:

Z=lizabeth City, T -730¢@

Telep
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flacs Tranxkiure . GZermar

Hasr zlond

Eves: Zous

Height SR

vieight 230 rcunds
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Iyire o rainsenption 08.12. %6

Tork N7}, Crane Operator,

was ccntacted by Special A .
and Investigatcr D New York State Police.
e of Birth: home addre

, Savannah, Georgia home telephone
vised of the 1den*1t1es of the interviewing agents and
the intervie s knowledge of any stowaways on
board the hen 1t arriwed in New York cn Julsy

199 the crash cf TWA Flight 2800 on July 17, 1994,
dhen provided tne following information:

arrived in Staten Island, New ¥York on Juiyv L,
1036 does nct <now anything about stowaways <n board

thac

” n the lever rocm of t n tne
night of 1896, wnen TWA Flight 200 ¢ walked
tc the deck Latolod “he fire on the water el -4
miles away. wzs nformed kv a crew ad heard
on the marine radio, that a plane had crashed
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

AN ~Q o
Dhte ctrransanpben JO L. 2D

on Juiy 25, 1%9%,
New York INY}

contacted by Speci
vestlgator DARNLEY SCOON
Date of Birth:
Jayess, Mississippl, home telephcne was advised
of the 1identities of the interviewing Agents and that the

Poli

interview ¢ nis Knowledge cf any stcwaways cn bcard
“he wnen 1t arrived in New York on Julw 2.
1956, € crash cf TWA Flight 800 on July 17, 19%6.

—then provided the foliowing information:
O - oo -

cr ST approximateln
<3 vyea been living cn board the since Ju jpoae
19946 nad neard rumcrs of stowawavs abcard the
but he never saw the stcwaways and does nct know anycne wnc d1d
see the stowaways.
Cn the night cf July 17, 1295,
~ever rcom with the Captain The Captain told o
saw a reflsctic f a pbrig: f£lash in the windcow =
The Captain and e —urned toward the water.
“was aper Tils 2ffshore apd the fire .
= wli=s further o= ﬁ heard
aprroxinatel, L Y. N The marine radls Tnat o Toans
nad crasned
K
265A-NY-259028-SUB CC 3
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Dlate ot ranseription 28712, %6

Cn July 25, 19¢%6,

W poton, New York (NY), Engineer,
ﬂwas contacted by Special Agen A
nvestigator EY SCOON, New York State Police Date
i . home address:
lami1 Eeach, Florida, was advi fiticiss

of the interviewing agents and that the _nterview was regarding
his knowledge of any st:owaways on board the #
when it arrived in New York on July Z, 1996, 11 e Ccrasn orf w

N
Flight 300. hen provided the following informaticn:

erived on board the Dredge in Staten Islan
culy 4, 1996. He didﬁe any "strangers" con bcard th
nd.

at any time while the was cff shcre cn Staten Isla

On July 17, 1996, -was in the engine room icf ©
when TWA Flight S0C crashed. He c tside when a cr

member told him that a plane had crashed. saw flames

burning cut on the water, appreximately three miles awan .
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